
Common Declaration of the Emigrant Organizations 
in Turkey 

Ninety three years before; Lausanne Population Exchange Protocol was signed 

between the Government of Turkish Grand National Assembly and Greek 

Government prescribing the compulsory exchange of Rum Orthodoxes settled in 

Turkey and the Muslims settled in Greece.  

Pursuant to this Protocol, which also included those who had to leave their homes 

from 18th October 1912 the date when Greece engaged in the Balkan War, nearly 

2.000.000 people were uprooted.  

Those who were subjected to the population exchange left the lands they cultivated 

for centuries, the work places from where they gained their livelihoods, the sacred 

places where they worshipped and the graves of the loved ones. They waited for 

weeks and months in the tents built on the ports and the train stations. They travelled 

for weeks and months by the ships most of which were inadequate for passengers. 

During these long and troublesome journeys, they buried their loved ones deep into 

the sea.  Some of them died because of malnutrition and the physical conditions 

unfavourable for survival. The families fell apart. They had adaptation problems in 

their new homelands for a long time. However, they did not reflect their pains. They 

neither tell nor transmit their stories.  

These people were not allowed to visit the places where they were born and grown 

up. Almost all of the first generation passed away silently with the longing in their 

hearts for their homes. Since the recent years, an increasing number of the emigrant 

children and grandchildren want to visit the places that their elderlies called as the 

“memleket” in an attempt to fulfil a commitment for those passed away. They want to 

see the cities, towns, villages and the neighbourhoods that their elderlies had born 

into, the sacred places in which they had worshipped, the fountains they drank from 

and the lands on which they worked, loved and made families. They would like to 

trace the imprints of their personal histories and culture. Nevertheless, the visa 

arrangements and the hardships of bureaucracy applied to Turkish citizens, result in 

their disappointment. 

We kindly request from the EU authorities Greek and Turkish Governments to lift the 

visa barriers between the two peoples. The emigrants in Turkey also would like to 

visit the birth places of their elderlies without engaging in the visa formalities as the 

Greek citizens of Rum Orthodox emigrants enjoy today.  

We would like to propose long term visa application for the emigrants in Turkey 

extending to 5-10 years like the one implemented in the USA and the UK, until the 

settlement of visa free legislation.  

 



 

If the Schengen procedure poses a legal barrier for the long term visa applications, 

Turkish and Greek governments can reach an agreement on the recognition of dual 

citizenship rights for the children and grandchildren of those who had to leave their 

countries due to the Lausanne Population Exchange Protocol.  

We kindly request from the TR Prime Ministry State Archives to reload the liquidation 

requisitions of the Mixed Commission, which contain information on the places left by 

our elderlies, to the online catalogues.  

We would like Turkish and Greek Governments to restore mutually the cultural 

heritage left behind by the emigrants such as the mosques, churches, dervish lodges, 

monasteries, mausoleums, war graves and graves, fountains, baths, khans, bazaars 

and other cultural architecture.  We appreciate the efforts of local administrations and 

civil society organizations in Turkey and Greece to protect the architectural heritage. 

We would like also the central state authorities and the related EU agencies to 

support these efforts in both countries financially and technically. 

The ongoing bloody conflicts and wars in the Middle Eastern region is another issue 

that we would like to attract attention as the emigrant organizations. 

The millennium old cultural heritage of humanity is being exterminated due to the 

wars and violent conflicts in the Middle East. Hundreds of thousands lost their lives in 

Syria and Iraq and the merciless war is going on at full steam. Millions of people are 

leaving their countries to survive. According to the official statistics of the United 

Nations High Commissariat for Refugees, the number of those leaving Syria reached 

4.390.439 by December 2015. The number of registered refugees in Turkey is 

2.400.000. Hoping to restore their devastated lives, many of these refugees are 

taking off for a fatalistic journey with the rubber boats in an attempt to cross the 

Aegean Sea to arrive at Europe by way of Greece. Everyday averagely nine refugees 

die in the cold waters of the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean. The number of 

those lost their lives on the sea in a year is 3771. 20% of these deceased people 

were the children aged between 0-11, such as the baby Aylan.  

In the activities organized by the emigrant organizations for the 93rd anniversary of 
Lausanne Population Exchange; we leave red cloves on the sea in memory of those 
who lost their lives during the population exchange together with those who died in 
the wars, conflicts, terror attacks and Aylan babies passing away during their 
journeys of hope. 

 

 

 



We firmly condemn those who provoke, support and close their eyes to the wars 

fought for the imperialist interests and resulting in the death of the hundreds of 

thousands of people and the millions leaving their homes. We say, give an end to the 

wars and stop deaths.  

The history of the peoples of these lands has centuries old experiences of 

coexistence. On the 93rd anniversary of the Lausanne Population Exchange, we as 

the children and grandchildren of the emigrants believe whole heartedly that we can 

build an environment of peace instead of conflict and co-existence instead of exiles in 

the Middle East, the Balkans, Mediterranean and the Aegean regions.  

We commemorate those who lost their lives in the migration routes with respect and 

God’s grace and wish that those bitter experiences would not be lived again... 

 

We kindly declare to the public with respect.  

 

30.01.2016 

FOUNDATIONS 

1. The Foundation of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

2. The Aegean Regional Representative of the Foundation of Lausanne Treaty 
Emigrants 

3. The Mudanya Regional Representative of the Foundation of Lausanne Treaty 
Emigrants 

ASSOCIATIONS 

4. Adana Association of Cretans 

5. Alaçam Research Association for Population Exchange and Balkan Turkish 
Culture 

6. Amasya Research Association for Population Exchange and Balkan Turkish 
Culture  

7. Ankara Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

8. Antalya Association of Cretans 

9. Ayvalık Association of Cretans 

10. Bursa Culture and Solidarity Association of the Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 



11. Association of Great Population Exchange  

12. Çukurova Culture and Solidarity Association of Cretan Emigrants 

13. Edirne Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

14. Fethiye Social Solidarity Association of Migrant Romans 

15. Gelibolu Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

16. Gemlik Culture and Solidarity Association of Cretan and Rumelian Turks 

17. Giresun Research Association for Lausanne Treaty Emigrants and Balkan 
Culture 

18. Culture, Friendship and Solidarity Association of Cretans (Kuşadası) 

19. Isparta Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

20. İçel Association of Cretan Turks (Mersin) 

21. İzmir Association of Cretans 

22. Kapadokya Social, Culture and Solidarity Association of Rumelian Exchangees 

23. Kartal Culture and Solidarity Association of Rumelian Exchangees 

24. Kuşadası Culture and Solidarity Association of Thessaloniki Exchangees and 
Rumelian Migrants 

25. Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants (İstanbul) 

26. Samsun Research Association for Population Exchange and Balkan Culture 

27. Sarıyer Association of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants 

28. Education, Culture and Solidarity Association of Turks from Thessaloniki and 
Those from Buca Yaylacık (İzmir) 

29. Silifke Association of Cretans 

30. Sinop Research Association for Population Exchange and Balkan Culture 

31. Tarsus Association of Cretan Turks  

32. Culture and Solidarity Association of Mersin Ihsaniye/Melemez 

 

 


